Open Meeting Policy

The West Hempstead Public Library adheres to the New York State's Open Meetings Law, as well as
Education Law Title 1, Article 5, Section 260a.

All meetings of the Board of Trustees including special meetings, working meetings and budget
hearings shall be open to the general public. The minutes of the open meeting consist of a record or
summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any matter formally voted upon and the vote thereon.
Executive sessions, meetings from which the public and the news media may be excluded, may be
convened during an open meeting for a limited number of specific purposes:

e Matters which will imperil the public safety if disclosed;

e Any matter which may disclose the identity of a law enforcement agency or informer;

e Information relating to current or future investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense which
would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed,

e Discussions regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation;

e The medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or
matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension,
dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation;

e The proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of securities,
or sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, but only when publicity would
substantially affect the value thereof;

e Discussions of records which fit within the enumerated exemptions of Art. 6 of the (P.O.L.), the
Freedom of Information Law;

e Any matter made confidential by federal or state law.

New York’s Open Meetings Law confers upon the public the right to observe the performance of public
officials and attend and listen to the deliberations and decisions that go into the making of public policy.
Public comment is accepted during the board meeting as outlined in the Agenda. The president of the
board or chair of the meeting reserves the right to set a time limit on any public comments. If unable to
attend a Board meeting in person, written correspondence is welcomed.
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